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SHAWNEE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Marion, IL. 

PRESIDENT:  Ken Curry, KB9KC, 16396 N. Bend Rd. 

Carterville, IL. 62918. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT:,   Gerald Hoffbauer, WG9Z, 2022 E. 

Creekwood Carbondale, Il. 62902. 

 

SECRETARY:  Bob Giacomo, N9VKO, 1245 Indiana St. 

Pinckneyville, IL. 62274. 

 

TREASURER:  Richard Yancey, KC9OLJ, 1416 S. 14 Th. St.  

Herrin, IL. 62948. 

 

DIRECTORS:  Shawn, K9PWW,  Thom, W9RY;  Fred, AA9FS;   

Leroy, KB9JNO ;  Ed, KD9FRQ. 

 

*************************************************** 

EDITORS:  Fred Sample, AA9FS and Jason Sample, KF9CZ, 11326 

Lincoln Rd., Benton, Il. 62812.  Phone:  618 527 2000. e-mail:  

fredska9vbb@gmail.com. 

SARA COPY: Advertisements and notices listed here are provided free of 
charge as a service to members and newsletter readers of the Shawnee 
Amateur Radio Association (S.A.R.A.). Inclusion of resources through the 
newsletter does not constitute or imply endorsement or support by S.A.R.A., 
nor does the organization receive any income from either the listing or sale of 

goods or services advertised.  Editor may accept, reject, edit, delete, or add 

to any copy submitted.  Opinions & views expressed in the SLIP are 

those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect opinions or policies of 

SARA or its members. 

COPY DEADLINE:  is the 15th of the month preceding publication.  

SARA SLIP is published by the Shawnee Amateur Radio Association, 

Inc., of Marion, Il. 

SARA WEBSITE:  www.w9rnm.org.  The SARA SLIP can now be 

found on the SARA website. 

MEETING SCHEDULE:  SARA regular meetings are held on the first 

Friday of each month at 7:00 PM. at the Herrin City Hall.. 

NEXT MEETING:  Our March meeting will be held on Friday, the 6th 

of the month. 
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 SARA SUNDAY NETS 

 
1.  3.925 Mhz (plus/minus QRM).  Sundays; 8-9 AM.  Net Manager:  Fred, 

AA9FS.  

 

2.  147.090/.690 SARA Repeater Sundays, 9 PM.  Net Manager:  Bob 

Giacomo, N9VKO.  Net Control:  Bob, N9VKO. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Net Controls: 

March 1 …………………………………………………………N0GFQ 

March 8 ………………………………………………………….W9OWP 

March 15 ………………………………………………………...WB0VTM 

March 22 ………………………………………………………...N9ADJ 

March 29 ………………………………………………………...KG9DD 

Feb 2026 

Beginning Balance:              $    3022.28 

 

Credits:  Dues                         $      155.00 

                50/50             $            

   Ending Balance:              $     3177.28 
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MINUTES 

    Minutes SARA Meeting February 6th  2026 

    Meeting called to order by Kenny KB9KC at 7:00PM with 

introductions by 19 members present.   

    Secretary Report:  Motion made by Red  KC9YKM and 

seconded by Gerry WG9Z accept report as printed in the SARA 

Slip. Motion passed 

    Treasurer's Report : Motion made by Thom W9RY and 

seconded by Shawn K9PWW to accept the report as printed in the 

SARA Slip. Motion passed. 

    Three members are listed  on the SARA bank account and 

Leroy KB9JNO has requested  that he be replaced by a younger 

member. K9JBA Buddy Adelsberger said he would take over for 

Leroy. Motion was made by Thom W9RY and seconded by Ed 

KD9FRQ. Motion passed 

    Repeater Committee Report: Bruce WA9APQ stated that 

everything was working as of meeting time but he had not been 

able to get to the 147.090 site due to the heavy amounts of snow. 

    Skywarn : Kenny KB9KC commented that we have had no 

severe weather but have had large amounts of snow and wind to 

blow it around. Kenny also encouraged all present to get online to 

check when upcoming Skywarn training would beheld and at 

what locations as pre-registration is need to attend. 

    Old Business : none 

   New Business : Bob N9VKO commented that he was still 

working to get volunteers to provide communications once again 

for the River To River Relay Race to be run on Saturday April 18 

this year. His contact  info is 618 357-8721 work – 618-357-9762 

home – 618-790-3303 cell and email n9vkobob@frontier.com. 

Bob commented that he would like to have all staging areas 

covered by next month's meeting time. 
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Announcements 

Net Schedule 

146.850 PL88.5 M.A.R.A. ......Monday- Saturday 7:30 - 9:00 am 

147.135 PL 88.5 ARCOM  Mt. Vernon, Il........Monday 8:00 pm 

146.805 PL 88.5 LEARS ...................................Monday 8:30 pm 

147.270 PL103.5 Centralia, Il. ....................Wednesday 8:00 pm 

147.345 PL 88.5 Best night net …………..….Saturday 7:00 pm 

147.090 PL 88.5 District 11 ARES net ……..…Sunday 8:15 pm 

147.090 PL 88.5 SARA Skywarn ………….......Sunday8:45pm 

147.090 PL 88.5  SARA. ...................................Sunday 9:00 pm 

3.925 MHZ SARA 75m net …………………...Sunday 8:00am  

3.940 MHZ Illinois Phone Net                         Sunday at 8:00 am 

3.905 MHZ State wide ARES net ..1st. and 3rd. Sunday 4:30 pm 

3.905 MHZ Illinois Sideband Traffic Net      Nightly at 6:00 pm 

3.537 MHZ Illinois CW Net (ILN)                Nightly at 7:15 pm 

3.858 MHZ Illinois Phone Net            Monday-Friday at 4:45 pm 

    Jake KD9ZPK commented that he was looking for some 

additional locations where solar/battery powered Meshtastics  

node/units to expand access and create a larger footprint for that 

system. The units are small and require no feedline.   

    ARRL : Thom W9RY told those present that if they need to 

renew their ARRL membership through the SARA Club he will 

have the forms to do so at the March meeting. He also reported 

that the week of operating as W1AW/9 produced over 9000 

contacts and he will be looking for HF station operators again in 

September. 

  Adjourn: Motion made by Shawn K9PWW and seconded  by  

Buddy K9JBA 

    50/50 winner: Richard KC9OLJ payout was $10.00 from a 

total of  $20.00 with $10.00 to SARA Treasury 
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The LEARS club will hold their monthly meeting on the second 

Tuesday 6:30 pm at the Franklin Hospital in the 1 st. floor 

conference room. 

SARA MEETING LOCATION 
The SARA meetings will be held on the first Friday of the 

month in the north side of the Herrin City Hall (old Herrin 

P.D.) 300 N. Park Avenue at 7:00 pm. 

The MARA club will hold their meetings at the Murphysboro 

Masonic Lodge in  Murphysboro, IL. at 7:00 pm on the third Fri-

day of the month. 

SARA SKYWARN NET CONTROLS: 

Mar 8 NC9Y  Mar 15 KB9KC Mar 22 WA9APQ 

Mar 29 AA9FS April 5 KD4CAE April 12 NC9Y  

April 19 KB9KC April 26 WA9APQ May 3 AA9FS    

May 10 KD4CAE May 17 NC9Y  May 24 KB9KC  

May 31 WA9APQ June 7 AA9FS  June 14 KD4CAE-

June 21 NC9Y  June 28 KB9KC 

Submissions for the March 2026 SARA Slip 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club meets the 1st Monday of each 

month at 6:30 pm at the Jackson Civic Center, 381 East Deer-

wood, Jackson Missouri. Ham testing is available. Their next 

meeting is March 2, 2026. 

**Rend Lake College Amateur Radio Club meets on the 1st  

Tuesday of each month starting at 5 pm, Rend Lake College Ina 

Campus in the Advanced Technology Building room ATC105. 

Their next meeting is March 3, 2026. 

News From My Hamster Hut by Carolyn, KD9BUY 
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**The SARA Club meeting will be held the 1st  Friday of the 

month at 7 pm, at their Christmas party at Grecian Steakhouse 

in Pinckneyville. Their next meeting is March 6, 2026. 

**The Centralia Wireless Association meeting is the 2nd Mon-

day of each month, except when it falls on a holiday, in which 

case the meeting is the following Monday, at 7 pm, at the Cen-

tralia Historical Museum, 240 South Locust Centralia, Illi-

nois.  Their next meeting is March 09, 2026. 

**The LEARS Club will meet the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria at Franklin Hospital 

in Benton, Illinois. Their next meeting is March 10, 

2026. 

**River Hills Amateur Radio Club of Perryville, Mis-

souri meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7 pm, 

in the Mauve  Room at the Perryville Missouri Ameri-

can Legion. Ham testing follows the meeting. Their 

next meeting is March 11, 2026. 

**The SEMO Amateur Radio Association meets the 2nd  

Thursday of each month at 6 pm, at 3398 Kanell Blvd,  in Pop-

lar Bluff, Missouri. Ham testing follows the meeting. Their 

next meeting is March 12, 2026. 

**The Southernmost Illinois Emergency Radio Association, 

meets the 3rd, Monday of every month at 605 Metropolis Street, 

Metropolis, Illinois, at 5:30 pm.  Ham testing is available by 

appointment. Their next meeting is March 16, 2026. 

**The Amateur Radio Club of Mt. Vernon will meet the 3rd 

Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at the Outland Regional Air-

port in Mt. Vernon, Illinois. Their next meeting will be March 

17, 2026.  

**The MARA Club will meet the 3rd Friday of each month at 7 

pm in the Masonic Lodge, 1115 Chestnut  Street,  (located 

across the street from the southwest corner of the courthouse) 
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Murphysboro, Illinois. Ham testing will be available. Their 

next meeting is March 20, 2026. 

**The SCAN Club will meet the 4th  Tuesday of each month at 7 

pm, beginning with the January 2026 meeting at the College 

Heights Baptist Church, 2321 Illinois Avenue, Eldorado, Illi-

nois. Their next meeting is March 24, 2026 

**The Amateur Radio Club of Mt. Vernon is offering VE 

Test session  by request. If you desire to take an exam please 

contact: Steve Warner WA9SWW, ARCOM Club President 

at (618) 315-0968 or by email at wa9sww@gmail.com 

**The MARA Club is having their annual Henry Golden Boy 

Rifle Raffle. Tickets are $20 each. Only 50 tickets will be sold. 

Once the 50 tickets are sold a drawing will be held for the 

winner. You do not have to be present to win. The winner will 

be notified by phone. Tickets are available at Giacomo Auto-

motive in Pinckneyville, Illinois. Or by calling N9VKO 618-

357-8721: K9LRE 618-303-1224; N9JOD 815-739-4917; 

KD9HYM 480-352-6728 

**The Rend Lake Amateur Radio Club will be hosting ARRL 

Amateur News at 7 PM on Fridays, and the Amateur Radio 

Newsline on Saturdays at 7 PM.  on the Rend Lake College 

Amateur Radio Repeater.  Anyone can listen to the bulle-

tins on a police scanner or a radio capable of receiving 

145.190 MHz FM.  The bulletins last anywhere from 10 to 20 

minutes and cover various topics of interest to the amateur 

radio community. 

**River Hills Amateur Radio Club of Perryville, Missouri is 

having a hamfest April 11th from 8 am till noon. It’s at the 

Elks Lodge 2701, 921 North Perryville Rd, Perryville, Mis-

souri. A flyer was sent out to most of you and complete details 

will be in the full NEWS FROM MY HAMSTER HUT news-

letter and on the Facebook page for MARA and the NEWS 

FROM MY HAMSTER HUT. 
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REGIONAL NIGHTTIME NETS 

(All times central unless otherwise indicated) 

Mondays 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 440 Net at 6:30 pm on 444.200 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 2 Meter Net at 7 pm on 

146.685 pl 100.0 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Association Net at 7:30 pm on 

145.350  pl 100.0 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Association Net at 8 pm on 146.910  

pl 100.0 

**Amateur Radio Club of Mt. Vernon Net at 8 pm on 147.135  

pl 88.5 

Tuesdays 

SEMO ARA Learn Morse Code Net about 6 pm on 145.350 pl 

100.0 

SEMO Amateur Radio Club 440 Net at 6:30 pm on 444.200 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 2 Meter Net at 7 pm on 

146.685 pl 100.0 

**Your Mic Net Is Your Friend Net at 7 pm on 147.060 pl 

179.9 

**R.A.D.I.O. Net at 9 pm on 146.940  pl 94.8 . EchoLink access 

N9CJS-L 

**The Scan Club's Dreaming of Digital Net, 8 pm, Tuesday on 

145.370, no tone necessary on the digital side. 

You may also connect by Wires X  room number of 43212 or 

430.000 

Wednesdays 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 440 Net at 6:30 pm on 444.200 
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**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 2 Meter Net at 7 pm on 

146.685 pl 100.0 

**River Hills Amateur Radio Club Net at 7:30 pm on  147.315 

(+) pl 100.0 

**Missouri DMR Net, 7:30 pm on BrandMeister DMR talk 

group 3129 

**Centralia Wireless Association Net at 8 pm on 147.270 pl 

103.5  EchoLink node W9CWA-R 

Thursdays 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 440 Net at 6:30 pm on 444.200. 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 2 Meter Net at 7 pm on 

146.685 pl 100.0 

**SCAN CLUB Thursday Night Rag Chew at 8 pm on 

146.880/147.090  pl tone 88.5 

**Digital Thursday Net about 8:15 pm on 145.13 & 145.31(no 

pl tone needed) 

Fridays 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 440 Net at 6:30 pm on 444.200 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 2 Meter Net at 7 pm on 

146.685 pl 100.0 

Saturdays 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 440 Net at 6:30 pm on 444.200 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 2 Meter Net at 7 pm on 

146.685 pl 100.0 

Sundays 

**ARES CW Net at 5:30 pm on 3.538 

**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 440 Net at 6:30 pm on 444.200 
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**SEMO Amateur Radio Club 2 Meter Net at 7 pm on 

146.685 pl 100.0 

**SARA Net at 9 pm, on 147.090 & 146.880.  pl tone  is 88.5 

**PARA Club Net at 9 pm, on 147.06. pl tone 179.9 

FORMAL, TRAINING & ROLL CALL NETS 

**Illinois  Sideband Traffic Net nightly at 6 pm (must have a 

general or higher license) on 3.905 

**Tri-State Emergency Net at 8 pm Wednesdays on 146.79 

**The PBW-Net Humanitarian is each Sunday at 6 pm on sim-

plex 146.495 

**ARES Net Sundays at 8:15 pm on 147.090 & 146.880 linked 

system. PL tone 88.5 

**SARA SKYWARN Net Sundays at 8:45 pm on linked repeat-

ers 147.090 & 146.880 pl tones 88.5 

**The Missouri ARES District E Training and Traffic Net is 

7 pm Monday on 147.330 pl tone 100.0 (Bloomfield) 

**Missouri ARES District E Training and Traffic Net 7 pm 

Thursday on the 146.910 pl tone 100.0 (Poplar Bluff 

Special Events, Hamfests & Fund Raisers 

**For a complete list of ARRL Hamventions and Conventions 

go to arrl.org/hamfests/search  

Special Notes 

**For all the work you need done on your antennas or towers, get 

the work done right the first time by calling Dennis Karnes (N9T

AK) at 618-967-0924.  

**EchoLink is running on 146.850. To connect to the system use t

he following 

     EchoLink Node Call sign : K9GOX-R 

     EchoLink Node Number : 817516 
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     Allstar Node Call sign : K9GOX 

     Allstar Node number : 45525 

**Anyone that has anything they want included in Saturday’s 

emailing of the News From My Hamster Hut, Hamster Hut 

Shop & Swap, or any photos they might like to submit to the 

Hamster Hut Picture Place must get them to me by Wednes-

day evening! Email your submissions to kd9buy@gmail.com 

**If you have something you would like for me to submit to F

red, AA9FS, for the SARA Slip, you must have the informatio

n to me before the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

A Note From The Editor 

This newsletter “News From My Hamster Hut”  is a production/

publication of my own making. It is not affiliated in any way, 

shape or form with any club or organization. I gather the informa-

tion, pictures, etc. to help keep those in the ham community in-

formed of upcoming events and to add a little interest to the 

hobby.  

I receive no monetary compensation or any trade out of services 

for any advertisement that appears in this publication.  

Any ham that owns a business is welcome to put a small ad or 

liner in this newsletter in hopes that it will help other hams 

support the efforts of their fellow hams. 

Anyone that would like to subscribe to the newsletter should 

send an email request with your name, call sign and preferred 

email address to kd9buy@gmail.com 

I do reserve the right to include or exclude any announcement 

or advertisement at my own discretion. 

And finally, I am not a non-profit organization. I am simply one 

individual that is homebound and publish this newsletter simply 

for what it is, a labor of love and a way to keep my brain active 

and my friends informed. 

God bless each of you, 



13 

Carolyn Cremeens, KD9BUY 

Publisher/Editor 

Silent Keys 

**W9YRY Augie Campanella **WD0CYP Rev.Dr. Hal Land-

wehr **W9CJW Mike Hoshiko **WB9HEB John Kraatz   

**KA9TTP Bill Hertter  **WA0ZNI Joe Lorberg **KB9KCV 

Charlie Conwell  **K9YP Bill Stevens  **KB9COL Raymond 

Jackson **WA9GYH Ronald Hunter **KB0ZDG Howard Mc 

Artor  **N9XWO Lou Dean Spurlin  **WA9HAB Bob More-

field **KC0UCF Richard Bundy **WB0TYV Larry Huey 

**KD9JOR Steve Cremeens **W0PLW Ronald Hale 

**K0VKE Earl Chasteen **AA9TJ David Shurtz **W9MXM 

Ray Melhorn **WK9W LeRoy McDuffie **KC0VFY Clinton 

Fallin **N9MRA Matthew Andrew **W9YFA Robert Carter 

**KB5SQO Richard Hoyt **KC9PII Charlie Colp **K9GDV 

Mike Hamilton **K9AFV Martin Buchanan **KF4QWH Bob 

Kilpatrick **KC9TVI Sandra Colp **WA0KLC Kenneth Cro-

well **WI9X Jim Stoeber **KE0NSG Robert Stephens 

**KD0WXY Gary Foglietta **KA9EJL Jeff Carver **K9SYB  

Bill Golliher **WB9UJY George Bailey **KC9JLI John 

Kessler **W9BFO John Warren **AA9QK Brent Stroud  

**KB9QXR Robert Edwards **K0TNL Jarit Keith **KD9PLW 

Charles Peshoff **K9TSI David Stilley **WB9HLC Carrell 

O’Daniell **N9ATU Iris Kilpatrick **N0EMN Lee Kent 

**KC9JMX Danny McElvain **KA9LFX Dr. Carroll Loomis 

**W9ERC Edward Cash  **N9JTM Gary Detll **WA9QOK 

Charles Hueman **W9RV Butch Novaro **KD1EQ Garry 

Moore **N0JC  James Cooper **AC0IB  Philip Nash  

**KD9OON Kim Weldon   **N0RIC Larry Ford  **W0TU 

Duke Howard **KA0QCK Bob Seabaugh  **KD9JAM Jeff 

Tecklenburg  **KE0BEN Aaron Proffer **N0TKQ Randy Sea-

baugh **N0EBB Don Sandin 

 

REMEMBER THE "GET ‘EM UP & OFF TO WORK NET" 

7:30 am Monday through Saturday 

146.850 pl 88.5 
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Echo Link K9GOX-R 

Remember the Sunday Morning SARA Net at 8 am Sunday 

mornings on 3.925 
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SARA MEMBERSHIP 

 
Membership is available to anyone, licensed or not, regardless of 

residency in U. S. A.  Membership includes this monthly 

publication, usually 12 issues per year. 

SHAWNEE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 

Dues= Individual, $15.00 per year.  Family, $20.00 per year. 

 

Send to:   Richard Yancey, Treas. 

  1416 South 14 th St. 

  Herrin, Il. 62948   

 

Name: ______________________________ Call ____________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________ 

 

City: ______________________State: ____ Zip: ____________ 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to SARA Members— Rates to others on requesst. 

All ads will be placed for 3 consecutive issues and then removed 

unless the editor is advised in writing to continue, modify, or 

cancel the ad. 

Rember the SARA SLIP is available by e-mail.  If you 

would like to get yours by e-mail send your request to 

the editor.  fredska9vbb@gmail.com. 

FOR SALE:   SARA arm patches   $5.00 ea.;   Skywarn patches   

$5.00 ea.    Laser cut wooden name tags.  $10 ea.  Contact:   

Diana Cash, KC9FDC, 13876 Jeffery mine Rd,  Johnston City, Il.  

62951. Phone  (618) 694-2335.     e-mail   thesew-

inglady@gmail.com.    
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